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Wisdom and Righteousness
Introduction:
1. Obviously, the theme was important to God.  We have special chapters in the Scriptures with   
 special emphasis (I Cor. 13 - love, Heb. 12 - faith, Ps. 119 - the Bible).  God wants righteousness  
 from us...that is God wants righteousness from us.  Remember, righteousness is “the desire to   
 emulate His standard”.  The word righteousness, or upright, is found 15 times here.
2. Our proof verse is 3, “The integrity of the upright shall guide them, but perverseness of 
 transgressors shall destroy them.”  Think of the wise and foolish, think of the person with integrity  
 compared to one that is perverse (out of focus).  As of this writing, we have a “perverted” (out of  
 focus) person killing people around Washington D.C.  We know that eventually, here or eternity, he  
 will be destroyed.  There are four characteristics of our righteous man.

 I. The Desire of the Righteous.
  A. Verse 23 states, “the desire of the righteous is only good.”  He is a humble and “lowly”  
      person (v.2).  Are you meek and lowly?
  B. Verse 3, “It is integrity that guides you...”  Someone defined character as “what you are  
      like when you are by yourself...what you would be if there were no laws to constrain you.”   
      The Hebrew word for integrity is perfection or completeness.  God perceive us ideal
 II. The Deliverance of the Righteous
  A. The righteous have knowledge (v.9).  This is such an awesome thought as we go through  
      this study.  You want protection?  You want to be delivered?  Get knowledge.  Apply these  
      principles.  God wants to deliver us.  Are you getting excited?
  B. The righteous are delivered from trouble (v.8).  This is such a fantastic promise.  You   
      think God is watching over you?  Do you think God and angels are not there, when you  
      are struggling?  In contrast to verse 29 that relates that the person who “troubles his   
      house shall inherit the wind...”, God is saying that He cares and He is watching over us.
  C. And hold on to something...get excited...THE SEED OF THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL BE  
      DELIVERED (v.21).  Your righteousness will not only effect you; it will effect your children.
 III. The Direction of the Righteous.
  A. Righteousness directs us (v.5).  If we are striving to “emulate God’s standard”, when   
      decisions are made, we will be directed by Biblical principles (II Peter 1:4).
  B. Righteous people will flourish (vs.28-31).  What a promise!  I do not think it necessarily is  
      material, but note that the righteous are “trees of life” (v.30), and the righteous will be   
      recompensed (v.31).

Conclusion:
Are you getting the point?  Even if our motives are “selfish” we should strive to live “righteous lives”.


